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        MD PRESENTS 

     DROCHAID AWARD  

   FOR BEST HONOURS           

RESEARCH PROJECT IN 

INORGANIC CHEMISTRY  

AS PART OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS GRADUATION WEEK,  

THE SCHOOL OF CHEMISTRY HOSTED A GRADUATION RECEPTION  

ON WEDNESDAY 14TH JUNE IN THE FOYER OF THE PURDIE BUILDING.  

 

OUR MANAGING DIRECTOR DR CATHY DWYER WAS DELIGHTED TO PRESENT           

THE DROCHAID PRIZE FOR  

      BEST HONOURS RESEARCH PROJECT IN INORGANIC CHEMISTRY,  

WHICH FOR 2023 WAS AWARDED JOINTLY TO  

CHLOE CANNON AND EILIDH QUINN. 

 
  

DROCHAID WISHES CHLOE AND EILIDH MUCH SUCCESS FOR 

THE FUTURE. 

               Our Managing Director 

Dr Cathy Dwyer presents Drochaid Award 
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Volume 1, 

 

DR SIMON ANETTS TALKS AOUT  

HIS GRADUATION 
ON WEDNESDAY 14TH JUNE 2023 I GRADUATED WITH A PHD 

FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ST ANDREWS.  

I HAD A FANTASTIC DAY WITH MY FAMILY, FELLOW GRADUATES, 

AND ACADEMIC STAFF.  

THE ENTIRE GRADUATION WEEK WAS BLESSED WITH PERFECT 

WEATHER AND THE ATMOSPHERE AROUND TOWN WAS ONE OF 

CELEBRATION. THE CEREMONY ENCOMPASSED INTERESTING AD-

DRESSES ON THE IMPORTANCE OF STEM SUBJECTS FROM THE 

PRINCIPAL, PROFESSOR DAME SALLY MAPSTONE, AND HONOR-

ARY GRADUATE, PROFESSOR SIMON TAVARÉ. 

 I PARTICULARLY ENJOYED THE POST-CEREMONY PROCESSION 

AROUND ST SALVATOR’S QUADRANGLE LED BY THE UNIVERSITY 

BAGPIPER.  

I RELISHED MY TIME AS A PHD STUDENT WORKING UNDER THE 

SUPERVISION OF DR RENALD SCHAUB AND DR PAUL WEBB.  

A HIGH POINT OF MY STUDIES WAS A PROJECT IN COLLABORA-

TION WITH DROCHAID, WHICH GAVE ME AN INDICATION OF THE 

NATURE OF WORK I WISHED TO PURSUE POST EDUCATION. NOW 

MY OFFICIAL TIME IN EDUCATION HAS FINISHED, I AM LOOKING 

FORWARD TO FURTHERING MY CAREER WITHIN DROCHAID AND 

TO CONTINUING TO LEARN ABOUT NEW AND INTERESTING FIELDS 

OF CHEMISTRY.  

More photos on page 4 

Dr Simon Anetts Graduation 
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SIMON AND BETHAN Simon, Renald Schaub and Yi Ying Sung 

DR SIMON ANETTS GRADUATION PHOTOS 

SIMON, KATE AND ROY 
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Dr  David Smith Talks About his attendance at the   

                          IBioIC  Conference, Glasgow 

Drochaid’s Dr David Smith attended IBioIC’s summer 

networking event for members in Glasgow last 

week, where he had the opportunity to meet and 

catch up with academics and industry partners from 

around Scotland.  

Dr David Smith said: 

IBioIC is a key organisation with the remit 

to stimulate growth of the Industrial Biotechnology in Scot-

land. 

Dr Ian Fotheringham, managing director of Ingenza, gave the 

keynote presentation detailing Ingenza’s journey as a pioneer 

in engineering biology.  

Drochaid and Ingenza have an excellent history of collabora-

tion, including a project aiming to reduce the waste carbon 

dioxide generated by industrial biotech manufacturing appli-

cations:  

http://ow.ly/H7Ou50N6ews  

Thursday 15th March 2023 

http://ow.ly/H7Ou50N6ews
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Scotland’s Hydrogen Economy –  

A ScotCHEM Event  

 

 

Our MD Cathy Dwyer attended a ScotCHEM event at the Eden Cam-

pus of the University of St Andrews, focusing on challenges and 

opportunities for Scotland’s Hydrogen Economy. 

Speakers Stuart McKay of Scottish Government, Colin Thomson 

of SGN and Prof Jan Webb of the University of Edinburgh present-

ed views on government policy, gas network considerations, and 

the social aspects of a just transition  

 

Dr Paul Webb and Prof John Irvine of the Uni-

versity of St Andrews presented views on the 

supporting research innovations needed to un-

lock the potential of Green Hydrogen.  

This was followed by a round table discussion 

where the participants from industry, academia 

and other key organisations discussed and de-

bated the implications for the Scottish Hydro-

gen landscape  

Professor Jan Webb 

University of St Andrews 
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Volume 1, Issue 1 

Dr Philip Landon Talks about XRD Capabilities 

POWDER X-RAY DIFFRACTION AT DROCHAID RESEARCH SERVICES 

 

Powder X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) is well known as 

being a powerful technique for characterising the 

bulk properties of solids.   

At Drochaid Research Services our main area of 

expertise lies in heterogeneous catalysts, but we 

are by no means limited to such materials.  Any air 

stable powder can be analysed in reflection mode 

using a spinner stage on our PANalytical X’Pert 

Pro Multi Purpose Diffractometer.  In addition, we 

have in situ XRD capabilities.  Here samples are 

studied at elevated temperatures and/or under flowing 

gases.   

This provides information on bulk phase transfor-

mations as a function of the applied conditions.  Exam-

ples include following catalyst changes during an acti-

vation processes or under realistic reaction conditions.  

Importantly, in our system all of the gas flows down-

wards through the catalyst bed.  The Anton Paar XRK900 

chamber is rated for operation at temperatures up to 

900ْC.  

 Gases are delivered via a custom made manifold.  The dif-

fractometer is fitted with a cobalt X-ray tube and a 

Pixcel detector.   
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Business Name 

Contact us 

 

We are always pleased to hear from our customers,  

business  enquiries, students and new friends. 

 

Drochaid Research Services Ltd 

School of Chemistry 

University of St Andrews 

Purdie Building 

North Haugh 

St Andrews 

KY16 8AB 

Phone: 01334 460930 

Email: info@drochaidresearch.com 


